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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call vote No. 15; On passage (H.R. 1). Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM DUNKER 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize William Dunker, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 495, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

William has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years William has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending William Dunker for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. I am hon-
ored to represent William in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE BRAVERY AND 
SACRIFICE OF NATHANIEL 
AGUIRRE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, it has 
been said that a hero is someone who under-
stands the degree of responsibility that comes 
with their freedom. Nathaniel Aguirre, 21 years 
old, certainly understood that degree of re-
sponsibility. 

At just 17, Nathaniel enlisted in the United 
States Army Reserve and attended basic com-
bat training at Fort Knox, Kentucky. After grad-
uating from Creekview High School, he com-
pleted additional military training and was de-
ployed to Iraq in December 2005. 

On the morning of October 22, 2006, Na-
thaniel was on combat patrol in a village in 
western Baghdad. After his detachment en-
countered enemy fire, they confronted the 
enemy head on in a fight that would tragically 
cost Nathaniel his life. On that morning, a hero 
was not born—a hero was revealed. 

Nathaniel leaves behind his parents and 
treasured younger sister Melissa, who had 
known her brother as a hero long before it 
was revealed to the rest of us. 

Among the many honors bestowed in mem-
ory of his heroic acts, Nathaniel was post-
humously awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the 

Purple Heart, and the Army Good Conduct 
Medal. While these honors will never bring 
him back, they serve as markers in our Na-
tion’s history, identifying Nathaniel Aguirre as 
an American who understood his degree of re-
sponsibility to our Nation and his fellow Ameri-
cans. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 366 TO 
DESIGNATE THE DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC IN TULSA, 
OKLAHOMA, AS THE ERNEST 
CHILDERS DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, this 
evening, I introduced H.R. 366, legislation to 
designate the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
VA, Outpatient Clinic in Tulsa, Oklahoma as 
the Ernest Childers VA Outpatient Clinic to 
honor one of our Nation’s finest military he-
roes. 

Ernest Childers holds the distinction of 
being the first Native American to receive the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroic 
action in 1943 at the battle of Oliveto, Italy, 
when he charged German machine gun nests 
against machine gun fire. Although suffering a 
broken foot in the assault, Childers ordered 
covering fire and advanced up a hill, single- 
handedly killing two snipers, silencing two ma-
chine gun nests and capturing an enemy mor-
tar observer. His courageous action helped 
American troops win the battle and save the 
lives of American soldiers. Childers was also 
awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star 
for his actions. 

Born in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, Childers 
enlisted in the Oklahoma National Guard in 
1937 to earn extra money while attending the 
Chilocco Indian School in north-central Okla-
homa. While stationed at Fort Sill in Okla-
homa, he was deployed to Africa to fight in 
World War II. Childers retired from the Army in 
1965 as a lieutenant colonel but remained 
very active in the Tulsa community serving In-
dian youth, which led to the naming of a mid-
dle school in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, in his 
honor in 1985. 

As a proud Creek Indian, in 1966, Childers 
was honored by the Tulsa Chapter of the 
Council of American Indians as ‘‘Oklahoma’s 
most outstanding Indian.’’ Of his military serv-
ice in World War II, Childers once said, ‘‘The 
American Indian has only one country to de-
fend, and when you’re picked on, the Amer-
ican Indian never turns his back.’’ A fitting 
quote from a man who exemplified courage 
under fire and dedication to defending our Na-
tion. 

Until his death on March 17, 2005, Childers 
was Oklahoma’s last Congressional Medal of 
Honor recipient still living in the State. I am 
proud to introduce this legislation to honor his 
life and legacy. We were honored to have him 
grace us with his model character, defend us 
with his bravery, and leave us all with a life 
well-lived. 

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND ROBERT 
W. RAWLS 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Reverend Robert W. Rawls who 
is honored by the clergy and congregation of 
Vernon Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church on Sunday, January 14 in my home-
town of Flint, MI. 

Reverend Rawls began his life of Christian 
service at Vernon Chapel. His parents, Johnny 
and Corrie Rawls were two of Vernon Chap-
el’s founding members. They instilled in their 
son love for Our Lord and a desire to serve 
him. Reverend Rawls began his life of service 
as a Sunday School teacher, a member of the 
choir and a member of the Steward Board. He 
also served as the Superintendent of the Sun-
day School. 

In 1976 he answered God’s call to the min-
istry. Two years later he organized a Mission 
located at North and Gillespie Streets. He 
went street by street for 40 blocks talking to 
people and inviting them to come and worship. 
The first service was held on June 19, 1978. 
One person joined his congregation and his 
wife, Estelle, provided the music. 

Continuing to spread the good news of 
Jesus Christ, the Mission grew and the con-
gregation was able to purchase the building. 
The Presiding Elder, Martin L. Sims, author-
ized Reverend Reuben Russell to organize the 
Mission into a Church in 1980 and Bethel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church was admitted 
into the Annual Conference. Reverend Rawls 
drew on his faith in God to continue working 
to bring people to Jesus Christ. Year after 
year, he held nightly street services from July 
through September. He worked to improve the 
Church and in 1996 completed the conversion 
of the former storefront to a Church edifice. 
For 22 years he served faithfully as a minister 
and pastor, retiring in 2002. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me and applaud the 
life and work of Reverend Robert W. Rawls as 
his family and friends at Vernon Chapel em-
brace him. He has devoted his life to doing 
God’s work and the Flint community is a better 
place because of his compassion, commit-
ment, and actions. I wish him the best as he 
enjoys his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL DUNN FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Michael Dunn, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 45, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Michael has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Michael has been involved with 
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